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Instructor:  Amy Chambless  Materials:  
Email:           achamble@email.unc.edu   Crescendo! 2nd Ed. 
Office:          140 Dey Hall      
Office Hrs:  M, F 8:30-10:00 (Bookstore)  
                        W 1:15-2:15 (140 Dey) 
   

COURSE DESCRIPTION. Italian 300 is an advanced Italian language course which allows you to use advanced 
structures to articulate knowledge you gain about Italian culture and society. Over the course of the semester, we will 
review and reinforce Italian grammar topics such as the passato remoto, la concordanza dei tempi, le forme impersonali, 
la forma passiva e gli indefiniti. In addition, you will expand your lexical knowledge, building a bigger reserve of both 
academic and idiomatic vocabulary. You will participate in activities in class designed to develop greater oral fluency 
and outside of class you will work on writing assignments to help you achieve written fluency as well. The linguistic 
knowledge you acquire and deepen in this course will be linked to social, cultural, and historical themes that arise in our 
textbook and during our class discussions. These themes include regional identities and traditions, regional cuisine, 
Slow Food versus fast food, Fascism, Postwar Italy and Neorealism, the economy, and Italian art, literature, and music.   
 
LEARNING OBJECTIVES. During this course you will consistently strive to: 

 consolidate and deepen your knowledge of Italian grammar, including but not limited to the advanced topics listed 
above. It is expected that you will review other topics not included on the list on your own, as they arise in readings  
and compositions, and as you become aware that you personally could benefit from such review.  
 expand vocabulary, including knowledge of idioms. You are expected to keep a vocabulary notebook (or a 
set on quizlet.com), which you contribute to regularly. Your professor will be looking for evidence of your use of new 
words and idioms on your writing assignments and tests. You are encouraged to study roots of words and to  
compile charts showing distinctions between the nouns, verbs, and adjectives that derive from these roots. 
 learn more about Italian history, culture and social issues. On tests for this class, you are expected to be able to 
answer questions on the themes covered in your textbook. It is essential that you keep up with the readings; that  
you take notes on them; and that you come to class prepared, ready to ask questions and to make an active 
contribution. This will allow you to review and retain this cultural knowledge and to articulate it on assessments. 
 develop greater accuracy and fluency in both spoken and written Italian 

 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS. Your progress towards meeting the objectives will be assessed in the following manner: 

 Your homework will consist of a variety of activities including grammatical exercises, reactions to readings,  
video clips or music, other short writing assignments, short research projects, and voicethread posts. 
 Your participation grade will be based upon your preparation for class each day, how much you say in class and your 
commitment to using only Italian during class. It is essential for you to keep up with the syllabus and with the 
assignments so that you can be an active participant every day. We will work in varying configurations (groupwork, 
pairwork, etc.), so you will have the ability to use your Italian in less intimidating settings much of the time.  
 There will be five tests and a final exam. Collectively, these exams will assess your use of grammar, vocabulary, and 
also your ability to comment upon social and cultural topics addressed in the units of your textbook. 
 You will create a portfolio on padlet.com in which you showcase your vocabulary development, research, and 
reflective writing related to a cultural topic of your choosing. Full guidelines for this project can be found on p. 7. 
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ADDITIONAL EVENTS, SITES, AND EXTRACURRICULAR ORGANIZATIONS: 
Italian Film Series: a series of Italian Films (w/ subtitles) shown in the UG Library. Schedule posted on Sakai. 
Tavola italiana: an Italian conversation hour for beginning and intermediate levels. Schedule posted on Sakai. 
CIAO conversation hour: a weekly conversation hour for advanced students, hosted by the Italian Club. 
Italian Club: a UNC student organization devoted to promoting interest in Italian language and culture. To join, 
please subscribe to the listserv Italianclub and attend the first meeting. 
Italian Honor Society: If you perform well in your language class, you may be invited to join the National Italian 
Honor Society; you will be honored at our awards ceremony and the merit will be noted on your transcript. 
Italian Literary Contest: an annual literary contest with recognition and cash prizes. 
http://romancestudies.unc.edu/ilc/ 
Sakai Italian For Fun: You are enrolled in a special Sakai site called Italian for Fun, in which you can discover 

ddi i l i i   i   I li    l  b  d  k  d l i i  i  I l  

SUPPLEMENTARY RESOURCES FOR ITAL 300: 
 Sentieri  Supersite: http://vhlcentral.com (for extra activities to review old material from Ital 101-203) 

 Sakai ITAL 300 course page: http://sakai.unc.edu (tells you everything you need to know for  
  this Italian course: lesson plans and homework; quiz and exam dates, grades; calendar of cultural events, 
  information about tutoring and review sessions, etc.) 

 Sakai Italian For Fun site: http://sakai.unc.edu (for signing up for Italian cultural events at UNC and for 
accessing internet resources for learning more about Italian language and culture and  for exploring study, 
travel, and work opportunities in Italy.) 

 Your instructors (who can help you find ways to enhance your study of Italian; and Amy Chambless, Italian 
Undergraduate Adviser (achamble@email.unc.edu), who can answer your questions about course 
placement, study-abroad opportunities, and the Italian major and minor. 

 Look at the end of this syllabus for the descriptions and assessment rubrics for Participation (p. 6) and the  
Portfolio Project (p. 8). 

Honor Code: The Department of Romance Studies complies with the University Honor Code. A student’s work is 
considered his/her own and copying any portion of another student’s work is a violation of the code. Use of 
textbooks, notes and dictionaries is not permitted on quizzes and exams. Students may not have any work they do 
outside of class proofed or corrected by a native speaker of Italian, another instructor or other students or non-
students with knowledge of Italian. Copying material in Italian from electronic or printed sources is not permitted 
(this includes film critiques in Italian or English, or the use of Google translate).  You should be expressing your own 
thoughts in your own words for every paper! Submitting papers that you have written for another course is forbidden. 
Violations will not be tolerated and will be reported to the Undergraduate Student Attorney General. *If you have 
any questions about the Honor code, you may come see me or refer to http://studentconduct.unc.edu. 
 
Diversity: The University of North Carolina does not discriminate in offering access to its educational programs 
and activities on the basis of age, gender, race, color, national origin, religion, creed, disability, veteran status, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, or gender diversity. 

Harassment: We all have the right to our opinions. Everyone should feel comfortable expressing his or her 
opinions. We do not need to agree but we do need to respect others’ thoughts. The University does not tolerate 
harassment. Please support your classmates’ and others’ rights to worship, act, look, and think, in their own way. 
Harassment is a violation of the Honor Code, Title VII of the Civil Rights Act (1964), and Title IX. If you are harassed 
or feel threatened, please bring it to my attention or contact the Dean of Students. 

Disability: The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill facilitates the implementation of reasonable 
accommodations, including resources and services, for students with disabilities, chronic medical conditions, a 
temporary disability or pregnancy complications resulting in difficulties with accessing learning opportunities. All 
accommodations are coordinated through the Accessibility Resources and Service Office, Tel - 919-962-8300 or 
Email - accessibility@unc.edu. Detailed information about the registration process is available 
at https://accessibility.unc.edu/about-ars/policies/student-and-applicant-a. 

http://vhlcentral.com/
http://sakai.unc.edu/
http://sakai.unc.edu/
mailto:achamble@email.unc.edu
mailto:accessibility@unc.edu
https://accessibility.unc.edu/about-ars/policies/student-and-applicant-accommodations
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ITAL 300  Course Requirements: Read carefully, initial each blank and sign at the bottom, confirming your willingness to 
respect and adhere to these policies. Turn this page into your instructor by the 3rd day of class.   
        
Participation and Attendance         Initials______ 
Your participation will be evaluated by several criteria: coming to class prepared (having read the assigned pages and done the 
assigned exercises); speaking only Italian during class; volunteering often; working well in groups. Absences (excused or 
unexcused) will bring your participation grade down naturally, because you can only participate when you are physically 
present in class. Look carefully at your participation rubric on p. 15, to see exactly how this grade is calculated. However, you 
may be granted two “free absences,” which will not affect your participation grade. If you miss class on the day you have a 
tema, a quiz or an exam (including any small vocabulary quizzes), you may only make up that quiz or exam if your absence is 
excused; the make-ups will be different from the ones your classmates take. Absences are excused in case of a university 
sporting event, an illness, or a Dean’s excuse. If your absence is not excused, you will take a zero. 

Homework             Initials______ 
All homework should be written legibly or typed. We do not accept late assignments. Your homework assignments will 
be related to the grammatical and lexical content of the chapters and will include grammatical exercises as well as 
different types of writing activities. 

Voicethread Posts             Initials______ 
This semester we will be interacting with a “course correspondent” in Florence, Italy. This correspondent is a UNC 
student studying abroad, who will be presenting our class with interviews she conducts with Florentines about different 
aspects of Italian society. She will post interviews on Voicethread.com and pose questions for you, which you will be 
asked to respond to. These responses will be done electronically and will be calculated as part of your homework grade. 

Tests and Final              Initials______ 
5 tests and a final are scheduled this semester. Note the dates. No make-ups are allowed, except in the case of an 
excused absence. (See above.) FINAL EXAM: Tuesday, May 2 at 12:00 p.m. 

Professionalism           Initials______ 
Students should come to class with a positive attitude. Cell phones should be turned off. There should be no use of 
electronic devices for any purpose other than meeting the lesson’s objectives. Each failure to respect this policy will 
result in an automatic point deduction from the participation grade. When you communicate with your instructor, 
please use language appropriate for a professional relationship. 

Honor Code              Initials______ 
All students should respect the rules of the Honor Code ( http://instrument.unc.edu/instrument.text.html#appendicesa). 
When doing all homework, you must work alone. You may not get help from classmates, tutors, or online translators. 
Violations are easy to detect. If you do not respect this policy, your instructor will carry out one of the sanctions outlined 
above. You will sign a pledge on your quizzes, exams, and grading rubrics, confirming your adherence to this policy. 

Achieving Your Goals              Initials______ 
Because language learning is cumulative, it is essential for your success in this class that you review old material 
(grammatical and lexical content) as you learn the new. You will be held accountable for it.  

Grade Distribution  Participation 10%   Homework 25%     Portfolio  10%   Tests 30%        Final 25%  

Grade Scale       A   91.50-100           A-  89.50-91.49     B+  87.50-89.49            B  81.50-87.49              B-  79.50-81.49        

C+    77.50-79.49        C 71.50-77.49        C-69.50-71.49        D+  67.50-69.49              D  59.50-67.49             F  Below 59.50 

 
THERE IS NO EXTRA CREDIT OFFERED FOR THIS COURSE. THERE IS NO “BUMPING UP.” 
I have read the course policies, understand them, and agree to respect them.__________________________________ 

http://instrument.unc.edu/instrument.text.html#appendicesa
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DATE (DATES) ARGOMENTI  (TOPICS) GRAMMATICA SCADENZE  (DUE 

DATES) 

Introduzioni 

Wed 1/11; Fri 1/13 presentazioni; sondaggi; il 2016 in 
Italia e nel mondo; buoni propositi  

il presente; il passato prossimo; 
l’imperfetto; i pronomi 

 

Capitolo 7:  Le tradizioni e la cultura popolare 

Wed 1/18; Fri 1/20 
Mon 1/23; Wed 1/25 
Fri 1/27; Mon 1/30 

città e regioni italiane; feste; cultura 
popolare  

verbi come piacere; il passato remoto; 
l’infinito; il gerundio e il participio 
passato 

Tema 1: Wed 1/25 
Test 1: Wed 2/1 

Capitolo 8: Mangiare all’italiana 

Fri 2/3; Mon 2/6; 
Wed 2/8; Fri 2/10; 
Mon 2/13; Wed 2/15 

tradizioni culinarie regionali; gli stili 
alimentari; lo Slow Food contro il Fast 
Food 

l’imperativo informale; l’imperativo 
formale; fare + l’infinito; 

Tema 2: Wed 2/15 
Test 2: Fri 2/17 

Capitolo 9: L’Italia del passato: il Ventennio fascista e il neorealismo 

Mon 2/20; Wed 2/22; 
Fri 2/24; Mon 2/27; 
Wed 3/1; Fri 3/3;  

Il Ventennio fascista; la Resistenza; il 
dopoguerra; il neorealismo 

la concordanza dei tempi dell’indicativo 
e del congiuntivo; i pronomi relativi; il 
discorso indiretto 

Test 3: Mon 3/6 
Tema 3: Wed 3/8 

Capitolo 10: L’economia: il sistema Italia e le nuove sfide 

Wed 3/8; Fri 3/10 
3/20; Wed 3/22; 
Fri 3/24; Mon 3/27; 
 

il sistema Italia; le nuove sfide 
economiche 

le forme impersonali; le frasi 
esclamative; la forma passiva; gli 
interrogativi 

Test 4: Wed 3/29 
Tema 4: Fri 3/31 
 

Capitolo 11: La cultura italiana 

Fri 3/31; Wed 4/5;  
Fri 4/7; Mon 4/10;  
Wed 4/12;                  
Mon 4/17; Wed 4/19 

arte italiana; letteratura italiana; 
musica italiana 

gli avverbi; i comparativi; i superlativi; 
gli indefiniti 

Tema 5: Wed 4/19 
Test 5: Fri 4/21 

Capitolo 12: Ricapitoliamo 

Mon 4/24; Wed 4/26; 
Fri 4/28 

Ripasso [+ numeri; preposizioni; usi di 
se; lasciare + infinito; verbi di 
percezione; modi infiniti] 

 Portfolio Due:  
Fri 4/28 

PROGRAMMA DI CORSO 



5 
 

Topics for Course Correspondent Voicethread Posts: 

 TOPIC DATE 
1 Regionalism 

Do Florentines feel stronger about their Italian identity? Their Tuscan identity? 
Their Florentine identity? 

2/1 

2 Food and Globalism 
How do Florentines feel about Fast Food vs. Slow Food? How do they feel about 
McDonald’s lawsuit against the city of Florence for preventing them from 
opening a restaurant there? 

2/15 

3 Italy – America 
What are the perceived parallels between current American political debates 
and those animating current and former Italian leaders?  

2/22 

4 History 
Which periods do Italians feel were most essential to their national identity? Is 
contemporary history considered as important in Italy as more distant history? 
How is history taught in schools and in college? 

3/1 

5 Immigration 
What are the perceptions of foreigners from Western countries compared to 
those from the Middle East or Africa? Which spaces within the city are more 
concentrated with these different groups of migrants? 

3/8 

6 Night Culture  
How does the night culture of Italians differ from that of Americans? For 
example, eating dinner later in the evening or going out to bars as a casual, 
social event. 

3/20 

7 Italy’s Economic Future 
How do young graduates feel in Italy right now about their prospect for a good 
career and a stable income? What forces do they blame for limits that they 
perceive in their society and where do they place their hope for a better future? 

3/29 

8 Art 
Florence is known as a cradle of Renaissance civilization, but what about more 
contemporary art?  

4/5 

9 Music 
How have street performers in Florence influenced the identity of the city? What 
type of music is common to hear on the streets, and is it unique to Tuscany?  
 

4/12 

10 Florence and Tourism 
Florence is one of the most popular cities in Europe for foreign visitors. How do 
Florentines feel about all of the tourists in their city?   
 

4/24 
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ITAL 300  PARTICIPATION  EVALUATION ________ Name        ___________________ 

 COMPONENTS POINTS COMMENTS: 

Participation in Class 
● Answers and asks questions frequently 
● Participates actively in class discussion 
● Thinks deeply and strives always to answer questions 
as completely as possible; avoids superficiality 
● Asks good questions 

/30  

Preparation For Class: 
● Comes to class having completed the assigned 
screenings, readings, and written homework and giving 
evidence of the fact that the preparation was done with 
care and with depth 
● Does not engage in activities unrelated to class 

/30  

Use Of Italian:  
● Speaks regularly in Italian when asking questions and 
performing activities in pair – or group work 
● Avoids speaking English in class 

/20  

Engagement In Group Work:  
● Actively participates in pair work and group work.  
● Shows respect towards classmates and stays on target 
● Carries out activity completely, rather than rushing 
through it; if it is completed before other groups, use 
that time to pursue other learning goals or to converse 
in Italian with your groupmates. 

/20  

Total Point Value :  ________  X   [ ______ / _______ ]  [classes attended /  total classes]  = ____ / 100  
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Portfolio Project 

The portfolio gives you the opportunity to showcase both the knowledge you have acquired over the course of the 
semester in an area of interst to you and the progress you have made in your linguistic skills over the same time period. 
Your portfolio should consist of the following elements: 

1. An audio or videorecording in which you discuss the topic you choose for this portfolio. How did you choose it? 
What makes it interesting? What makes it a valuable phenomenon to study?  
 

2. 3 vocabulary activities in which you demonstrate your acquisition of words or idioms that you encountered when 
doing research for this project or from class activities related tangentially to your topic. Each activity should 
highlight at least 10 new words or phrases. Your activity should show me the vocabulary lists or maps you have 
made; in addtion you should do something creative and productive with the words and expressions. E.g. create 
a dialogue, crossword puzzle, game for your classmates, song, etc. 
 

3. A presentation highlighting  the most interesting knowledge you gained from your research. This should 
include at least 100 words of your own text. You may consult Italian and English websites, but please 
document all of your sources carefully and be extremely careful not to borrow text directly from your sites 
(either lifting the Italian directly or translating directly). You must paraphrase! You must also avoid the 
tempation to use an online translator. Using an online dictionary to look up individual words is fine. (Read Honor 
Code remarks carefully on p. 2 of this syllabus.) 
 

4. A reflective essay in which you reflect on something important that you learned over the course of your research 
and what the implications are of this knowledge for a deeper understanding of Italian history and culture. (Or 
how this knowledge allows you to examine your own country’s history and culture with new eyes.) This is a 
personal essay, in which you may reflect over the research you have already presented. In this essay, you should 
showcase a correct use of at least two grammatical topics we have refined over the course of the semester. 
Your essay should be at least 100 words and should be well proofread and highly succinct and accurate 
 

5. An archive of three visuals that might be of interest to your classmates: a painting, a newspaper article, a film, a 
short story, a poem...that relate to your project. You may place these visuals in their own powerpoint or google 
presentation document and add text boxes close to the images, to tell your classmates why these texts are 
meaningful, important or worthy of study in the context of this course. These textual comments should be brief 
(30 words a piece), but should still be written with care and originality. 

 
As you complete the elements of this project, upload them to padlet.com where you will have your individual folder.  

Griglia di valutazione        PORTFOLIO           Grade    ____ / 100     NOME _______________________     

 AREA POINT RANGE TOTAL POINTS COMMENTS: 
Originality and Relevance: 
Does your work present an idea or a group of ideas in an original 
way? Does your work intelligently and insightfully engage one of 
the themes we have discussed in the course? 

1-20 _______  

Completion and Care: 
Have you completed all the elements of the Portfolio, respecting 
the guidelines including the minimum word counts? 

1-30 _______  

Style: 
In your work, do you make effective use of the stylistic devices to 
engage your audience and make your points effectively? 

1-20 _______  

Language: 
Does your project demonstrate careful use of Italian: well-chosen 
vocabulary, careful, correct grammar, well-placed idioms, and 
good pronunciation.  

1-30 _______  

 


